William Jennings Bryan High School / Omaha, NE / AP Psychology Syllabus / Mr. Joshua Wendell

William Jennings Bryan High School
AP Psychology
Course Syllabus

	Instructor:
	Joshua Wendell

	E-mail:
	joshua.wendell@ops.org  (PREFERRED METHOD OF CONTACT)

	Office Phone Number:
	557-3199  ext.8913    /    557-3152 (Plan Area, Rm. 114)

	Plan Periods:
	(A Day) 3rd Block / (B Day Semester 1) 2nd Block / / (B Day Semester 1) 4th Block

	Teacher Web Site
	http://www.ops.org/high/bryan/STAFF/Faculty/WendellJoshua/tabid/994/Default.aspx

	Office/Classroom
	Plan Room: 114        Classroom: Portable 4

	Best times to contact:
	Every day before School from 7:00-7:30 in Portable 4 (Unscheduled) or email me to arrange a meeting or ask questions


Course Description: This course prepares students for the Advanced Placement Psychology exam through rigorous and in-depth study. This is a two semester course. 
Instructional Philosophy Psychology touches every aspect of the human experience; students of all interests can find themselves in this course and thrive. At the end of the year, students will be able to question constructively, and test those theories using the scientific method. They will develop, refine, and apply active listening and speaking skills, in a variety of situations. This course allows me to embrace a variety of hands-on instruction and discussion; this requires students to involve themselves in their education. Students need to come to class prepared to engage each other so that they can get the most out of their semester. This is a university level class and it will be taught with the expectation that the students will work accordingly. 
Content Standards and Grading Weights
01 History and Approaches – 5% of semester grade (1)
02 Research Methods – 15% of semester grade (1)
03 BioPsychological – 45% of semester grade (1)
04 Learning/Cognition – 35% of semester grade (1)
05 Motivation and Emotion – 15% of semester grade (2)
06 Developmental – 15% of semester grade (2)
07 Personality / Intelligence – 25% of semester grade (2)
08 Abnormal and Treatments – 25% of semester grade (2)
09 SocioCultural – 20% of semester grade (2)


Course Overview
AP*Psychology is a 36 week course following an A/B block schedule. The class will meet on an every other day basis for 94 minutes each meeting.
Course Design
AP*Psychology will cover the following content areas:
1. History and Approaches
2. Research Methods
3. Biological Basis of Behavior
4. Sensation and Perception
5. States of Consciousness
6. Learning
7. Cognition
8. Motivation and Emotion
9. Developmental Psychology
10. Personality
11. Testing and Individual Differences
12. Abnormal Psychology
13. Treatment of Psychological Disorders
14. Social Psychology
Course Objectives:
1. Students will be familiar with psychological concepts
2. Students will understand psychological theory
3. Students will be able to apply psychology in everyday situations
4. Students will be able to think critically
5. Students will be prepared for the AP* examination
Daily Assignments
Daily assignments will include in class and out of class readings. The student is expected to participate in classroom activities and discussions. Students are expected to complete assignments on time. Tests will be given after every chapter. 
Semester Assignment
AP*Students will create a “Wiki” webpage. A “Wiki” is similar to a Wikipedia Webpage. After each unit, students will enter information in the Wiki. Students will be able to add or edit this webpage and use it to review for the AP* Exam. 

Textbooks:
Myers, David G. (2011). Psychology for AP. New York: Worth.
Hock, Roger R. (2008). Forty Studies That Changed Psychology: Explorations into the History of Psychological Research, Sixth Edition. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall.
Other textbooks the instructor and students will utilize in the classroom include:
Zimbardo, P.G., Johnson, R.L, Weber, A.L. and Gruber C. (2007). Psychology: AP*Edition. Boston: Pearson.
Other Reference Materials:
Many other sources, besides the textbook, will be utilized in and out of the classroom. These may include but are not limited to:
Periodicals: Psychology Today, Scientific American
Websites:  www.G2Conline.org, www.apa.org.
Videos: Discovering Psychology Series, The Secret Life of the Brain by PBS, What are Dreams by NOVA.
Other Resources:
Benjamin, L. Nodine, B. Ernst, R. and Blair-Broeker, C. (1999). Activities Handbook for the Teaching of Psychology: Volume Four. Washington D.C.: American Psychological Association.
The class will go to the computer lab, as well as the Bryan High School, Creighton University and University of Nebraska Omaha libraries for research and application activities. 
Course Outline:
I. History and Approaches 
(4 Class Periods)
a. What is Psychology?
1. Definition of Psychology
2. Critical Thinking using Psychology
3. What do Psychologists do?
b. Historical Roots of Psychology
1. Structuralism
2. Functionalism
3. Gestalt
4. Behaviorism
5. Psychoanalysis




I. History and Approaches (continued)
c. Contemporary Perspectives
i. Biological
ii. Developmental
iii. Cognitive
iv. Psychodynamic
v. Humanistic
vi. Behavioral
vii. Sociocultural
viii. Evolutionary/Sociobiological
Required Reading: Unit 1 Psychology’s History and Approaches; Myers Text, pages 2-15
Application Activities: Students will construct a set of flashcards of the 50 most influential Psychologists. They will also develop a 4 minute presentation focusing on one Psychologist of their choosing. 
II. Research Methods
(6 Class Periods)
a. How do Psychologists develop new knowledge?
1. Steps of the Scientific Method
2. Types of Psychological Research
3. Ethics
b. How do Psychologists make sense of the data?
1. Descriptive Statistics
2. Correlation
3. Inferential Statistics
Required Reading: Unit 2 Research Methods: Thinking Critically with Psychological Science; Myers Text, pages 19-46
Application Activities: Students will develop their own survey and observation. The student is then responsible for organizing the data and attempting to prove or disprove the hypothesis they established and present their findings to the class. 
III. Biological Basis of Behavior
(8 Class Periods)
a. How are genes and behavior linked? 
i. Nature v. Nurture
ii. Genetics and Inheritance
b. How does the body communicate internally?
i. Nervous System
ii. Endocrine System


III. Biological Basis of Behavior (continued)
c. How does the brain Produce Behavior and Mental Processes?
i. Scanning the brain
ii. Layers of the brain
iii. Lobes of the cerebral cortex
iv. Split brain research

Required Reading: Units 3A-3C: Neural Processing and the Endocrine System, The Brain, Genetics/Evolutionary Psychology and Behavior; Myers Text, pages 51-110 / / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 1-3
Application Activities: Students will make their own models of the brain, endocrine system and neurons. Students will design superheroes and explain the hero’s special abilities using their knowledge of biopsychology. 
IV. Sensation and Perception
(7 Class Periods)
a. How does stimulation become sensation?
i. Transduction
ii. Sensory adaptation
iii. Thresholds
iv. Signal Detection Theory
b. How are the senses alike or different?
i. Vision
ii. Hearing
iii. Smell
iv. Taste
v. Skin Senses
vi. Position and Movement
c. What is the relationship between sensation and perception?
i. Perceptual processing
ii. Perceptual ambiguity and distortion
iii. Theoretical explanations for perception
Required Reading: Unit 4 Sensation and Perception; Myers Text, pages 115-169 // Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 4-5
Application Activity: Many in-class activities from the activities handbook
V. States of Consciousness
(4 Class Periods)
a. How is consciousness related to other mental processes? 
i. Tools for studying consciousness
ii. Conscious and unconscious mind
V. States of Consciousness (continued)
a. What cycles occur in everyday consciousness?
i. Sleep
ii. Dreaming
iii. Sleep disorders
b. Altered States of Consciousness
i. Hypnosis
ii. Meditation
iii. Psychoactive Drug States
Required Reading: Unit 5 States of Consciousness; Myers Text, pages 175-210 // Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 6-8
Application Activity: Students will keep a sleep/wake log throughout this unit documenting hours of sleep, energy levels, food and water intake, activity level, daily performance and perception of personality.
*Cumulative Test 1 / Units 1-5 (History/Perspectives, Research Methods, BioPsychology, Sensation/Perception, Consciousness)
VI. Learning
(7 Classes) 
a. What sort of learning does Classical Conditioning explain?
i. Essentials of Classical Conditioning
ii. Applications of Classical Conditioning
b. How do we learn new behaviors by Operant Conditioning?
i. Skinner and behaviorism
ii. Reinforcement
iii. Punishment
c. How does Cognitive Psychology explain learning?
i. Kohler and insight learning
ii. Cognitive maps
iii. Observational Learning
iv. Brain Mechanics and Learning
v. Higher Cognitive Learning
Required Reading: Unit 6 Learning; Myers Text, pages 215-249 / / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 9-12
Application Activity: Students will design a maze and train a rat to complete the maze using operant conditioning. A guest speaker from the Humane Society will come and show how Operant Conditioning is used in Animal training.
VII. Cognition
(8 Class Periods)
a. What is memory?
i. Three basic tasks
VII. Cognition (continued)
b. How do we form memories?
i. Stages of memory
c. How do we retrieve memories?
i. Implicit and explicit memories
ii. Retrieval Cues
iii. Other factors affecting retrieval
d. Why does memory sometimes fail us?
iv. Causes of memory loss
v. Misattribution
vi. Suggestibility
vii. Bias, belief, attitudes and opinions that may distort memories 
viii. “Seven Sins” of memory
e. Improving your memory
f. How do children acquire language?
g. What are the components of thought?
ix. Concepts
x. Imagery and cognitive maps
xi. Thought and the brain
xii. Schemas
h. What abilities do “good” thinkers possess? 
xiii. Problem solving
xiv. Judging and making decisions
Required Reading: Units 7A-7B: Memory, Thinking/Problem Solving/Creativity and Language; Myers Text, pages 255-295 and 298-322 / / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 15-16
Application Activities: Many in-class activities from the activities handbook
VIII. Developmental Psychology
(7 Class periods)
a. How do Psychologists explain development?
i. Nature-nurture interaction
ii. Gradual versus abrupt change in developmental theories
b. What capabilities does a child possess?
i. Prenatal development
ii. Neonatal period
iii. Infancy and childhood
c. What are the developmental tasks of infancy and childhood?
i. Cognitive development: Piaget
ii. Social and emotional development
d. What changes mark the transition of adolescence?
i. Adolescence and culture
ii. Physical maturation and adolescence
iii. Cognitive development in adolescence
VIII. Developmental Psychology (continued)
iv. Social and emotional issues in adolescence
v. Sexual issues in adolescence
e. What developmental challenges do adults face? 
i. Erikson’s theory of “Young Adulthood”
ii. The challenge of midlife
iii. New perspectives on women, men, work and the family
Required Reading: Unit 9 Developmental Psychology; Myers Text, pages 411-473 / / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 17-20
Application Activities: Two Child Observations with children of different ages. Each observation will include a one page paper describing the observation, using the vocabulary learned to date. 
*Cumulative Test 2 / Units 1-9 (History/Perspectives, Research Methods, BioPsychology, Sensation/Perception, Consciousness, Learning/Cognition, Developmental) END OF 1st SEMESTER
IX. Motivation and Emotion
(7 Class Periods)
a. What do our emotions do for us?
i. Evolution of emotions
ii. Cultural Universals in Emotional Expression
iii. Counting the Emotions
b. Where do our emotions come from?
i. Neuroscience of emotion
ii. Psychological theories of emotion
c. How much control do we have over our emotions? 
i. Developing emotional intelligence
ii. Detecting deception
d. Motivation; what makes us act like we do?
i. How Psychologists use the concept of motivation
ii. Types of motivation
iii. Theories of motivation
e. How are achievement, hunger, and sex alike and different?
i. Achievement and motivation
ii. Hunger and motivation
iii. Sexual motivation
iv. Motives in conflict
f. How and why do we experience stress?
i. Stressors
ii. Traumatic Stressors
iii. Physical Stress Response
iv. General Adaptation Syndrome
v. Stress and the Immune System

IX. Motivation and Emotion (continued)
Required Reading: Unit 8A-8B: Motivation, Emotions/Stress and Health; Myers Text, pages 327-363 and 366-406 / / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 21-24
Application Activity: Self Examination Paper, “What motivates you?”
X. Personality
(6 Class periods)
a. What forces shape our personalities?
i. Psychodynamic theory
ii. Humanistic theory
iii. Social-Cognitive theory
iv. Current trends
b. What persistent patterns are found in personality?
i. Personality and temperament
ii. Personality as a composite of Traits
c. What “theories” do people use to understand each other?
i. Implicit personality theories
ii. Personality across cultures
Required Reading: Unit 10 Personality; Myers Text, pages 479-518 / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 25-28
Application Activities: As a class, visit the computer lab to take personality tests; discuss validity of data gathered by each test as well as design a test that we feel more adequately measures one’s personality.
XI. Testing and Individual Differences
(5 Class Periods)
a. How do we measure individual differences? 
i. Validity and reliability
ii. Standardization and norms
iii. Types of tests
iv. Ethics and standards of testing
b. How is intelligence measured?
i. Binet and Simon invent a school abilities test
ii. American Psychologists borrow Binet and Simon’s idea
iii. IQ testing today
c. What are the components of intelligence? 
i. Psychometric theories of intelligence
ii. Cognitive theories of intelligence
iii. Cultural definitions of intelligence



XI. Testing and Individual Differences (continued)
d. How do Psychologists explain IQ differences among groups?
i. What evidence shows that intelligence is influenced by heredity and/or environment?
ii. Heritability and group differences
Required Readings: Unit 11 Testing and Individual Differences; Myers Text, pages 523-556 / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 13-14
Application Activities: 2 page response paper, “What is Intelligence?”
*Cumulative Test 3 / Units 1-11 (History/Perspectives, Research Methods, BioPsychology, Sensation/Perception, Consciousness, Learning/Cognition, Developmental, Personality, Intelligence/Testing, Motivation/Emotion)
XII. Abnormal Psychology
(7 Class Periods)
a. What is a Psychological disorder?
i. Changing concepts of psychological disorders
ii. Indicators of abnormalities
iii. Abnormalities through a historical lens
b. How are Psychological disorders classified?
i. DSM –IV classification system
ii. Mood Disorders
iii. Anxiety Disorders
iv. Somatoform Disorders
v. Dissociative Disorders
vi. Eating Disorders
vii. Schizophrenia
viii. Personality Disorders
ix. Developmental Disorders
x. Adjustment Disorders
c. What are the consequences of labeling people?
i. Diagnostic labels
ii. Cultural context of Psychological disorder
Required Reading: Unit 12 Abnormal Psychology; Myers Text, pages 561-600 / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 29-32
Application Activity: Students will construct a 5 minute presentation focusing on a specific psychological disorder and its treatment options.


XIII. Treatment of Psychological Disorders
(5 Class Periods)
a. What is therapy?
i. Entering Therapy
ii. Goals of therapy
iii. Therapy in historical/cultural context
b. How do psychologists treat psychological disorders?
i. Insight therapies
ii. Behavior therapies
iii. Cognitive-behavioral therapies
iv. Evaluating the Psychological therapies
c. How is the biomedical approach used to treat Psychological disorders?
i. Drug therapy/Psychopharmacology
ii. Other medical therapies for Psychological disorders
iii. Hospitalization and alternatives
Required Reading: Unit 13 Treatment of Psychological Disorders; Myers Text, pages 605-638 / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 33-36
Application Activity: Psychology and Hollywood; Students will select a movie that highlights a psychological disorder and construct a 3 page analysis as to the accuracy of the disorder’s depiction and the accuracy to the treatment prescribed in the film.
XIV. Social Psychology
(7 Class Periods)
a. How does the social situation affect our behavior?
i. Social standards of behavior
ii. Conformity
iii. Obedience to authority
iv. The Bystander effect
b. Constructing social realities
i. Interpersonal Attraction
ii. Making cognitive attributions
iii. Prejudice and Discrimination
iv. Other topics in Social Psychology
c. What are the roots of violence and terrorism
i. Social psychology of aggression and violence
ii. Fuel for terrorism
Required Reading: Unit 14 Social Psychology; Myers Text, pages 643-692 / Hock “40 Studies…” Readings 37-40
Application Activity: Many in-class activities from the activities handbook


REVIEW TEST 1 – Abnormal, Treatment, and SocioCultural (One week of review with test at week’s end)
REVIEW TEST 2 – Personality, Intelligence/Testing, Motivation/Emotion, and Developmental	(One week of review with test at week’s end)
REVIEW TEST 3 – Learning/Cognition, BioPsychology, Perspectives/History, and Research Methods (One week of review with test at week’s end)

AP EXAM FOR PSYCHOLOGY IS ON MONDAY MAY 5, 2014 (PM)

Assessment 
Assessment (customized according to subject area – examples below)
· Course grades will be determined by planned assessments such as tests, quizzes, and projects scored with rubrics.
· Major tests and/or writing projects are to be expected at the end of each major unit outlined above.
State Testing: As per the requirements of the NCLB, all 11th-grade students are required to complete the Nebraska State writing (NeSA-W) and reading (NeSA-R) tests. The NeSA-W is usually administered during the month of February, and the NeSA-R is usually administered during the month of April. 
District Testing: In order to prepare students for the NeSA-W test, OPS requires all English 5-6 students to complete one formal writing assessment during first semester, to be submitted to and scored by the district. Students will receive this assessment back, to chart their progress and as feedback to improve their writing. 
· In order to prepare students for the NeSA-R test, OPS requires all English 5-6 students to complete an online reading assessment, to determine their strengths and weaknesses and help them improve their reading comprehension skills.
· In order to measure student progress in grammar, OPS requires all students to complete a short grammar assessment at the end of each semester.

OPS Secondary Grading Practices*
All coursework and assessments are judged based on the level of student learning from “below basic” to “advanced.”  This course will provide multiple opportunities to achieve at the “proficient” to “advanced” levels.  Students are evaluated based on a proficiency scale or project rubric.  Proficiency scales for this course are available upon request (teacher will identify location such as portal, teacher website, attached, etc.)



There are three types of coursework*
· Practice – assignments are brief and done at the beginning of learning to gain initial content (e.g., student responses on white boards, a valid sampling of math problems, keyboarding exercises, and diagramming sentences, checking and recording resting heart rate).  Practice assignments are not generally graded for accuracy (descriptive feedback will be provided in class) and are not a part of the grade. Teachers may keep track of practice work to check for completion and students could also track their practice work. Practice work is at the student’s instructional level and may only include Basic (2) level questions.

· Formative (35% of the final grade) – assessments/assignments occur during learning to inform and improve instruction.  They are minor assignments (e.g., a three paragraph essay, written responses to guiding questions over an assigned reading, completion of a comparison contrast matrix).   Formative assignments are graded for accuracy and descriptive feedback is provided.  Formative work may be at the student’s instructional level or at the level of the content standard.  Formative assessments/assignments will have all levels of learning – Basic (2), Proficient (3), and Advanced (4), which means that for every formative assessment/assignment, students will be able to earn an Advanced (4). Teachers will require students to redo work that is not of high quality to ensure rigor and high expectations. The students score on a formative assessment that was redone will be their final score. 

· Summative (65% of the final grade) – assessments/assignments are major end of learning unit tests or projects used to determine mastery of content or skill (e.g., a research paper, an oral report with a power point, major unit test, and science fair project).  Summative assignments are graded for accuracy.  Summative assignments assess the student’s progress on grade level standards and may not be written at the student’s instructional level.  Summative assessments/assignments will have all levels of learning – Basic (2), Proficient (3), and Advanced (4), which means that for every formative assessment/assignment students, will be able to earn an advanced (4).

Grading Scale/Calculation
To maintain alignment of coursework to content standards, which is a key best practice for standards-based grading; teachers will utilize a standardized naming convention for each of the standards within a course.  The content standard will be marked on each assignment entered into Infinite Campus (District Grading Program) using all capital letters followed by a colon.  After the colon will be the title of the coursework.

At the end of the grading period, scores are converted to a letter grade using this grading scale.	                	                                   		     			         A = 3.51 – 4.00
A-= 3.01 – 3.50
B = 2.51 – 3.00
B-=2.01 – 2.50
C = 1.51 – 2.00
D = 0.76 - 1.50
F = 0.00 – 0.75
Proficiency Scales
Proficiency scales for this course are available upon request.
Redoing/Revising Student Coursework
1. Students are responsible for completing all coursework and assessments as assigned.
2. Students will be allowed redos and revisions of coursework for full credit as long as they are turned in during that unit of study while a student still has an opportunity to benefit from the learning. When time permits, teachers should allow the redoing or revising of summative assessments.
3. Students are expected to complete assessments when given to the class, or if a student was justifiably absent, at a time designated by the teacher.
4. Redoing, retaking or revising will be done at teacher discretion in consultation with the student and parent(s). Teachers may schedule students before, during, or after school to address needed areas of improvement if not convenient during class. The time and location for redoing, retaking or revising will be done at the teacher’s discretion in consultation with the student and parent(s).
5. Scores for student work after retaking, revising or redoing will not be averaged with the first attempt at coursework or assessment but will replace the original score.
Independent Practice*
The role of independent practice is to develop knowledge and skills effectively and efficiently during the unit of study. Independent practice helps guide the learning process by providing accurate, timely and helpful feedback to students without penalty.  


*Indicates standardized language
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